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In this classic work of intellectual history, Ernst Cassirer provides both a cogent synthesis and a
penetrating analysis of one of history's greatest intellectual epochs: the Enlightenment. Arguing
that there was a common foundation beneath the diverse strands of thought of this period, he
shows how Enlightenment philosophers drew upon the ideas of the preceding centuries even
while radically transforming them to fit the modern world. In Cassirer's view, the Enlightenment
liberated philosophy from the realm of pure thought and restored it to its true place as an active
and creative force through which knowledge of the world is achieved.In a new foreword, Peter
Gay considers The Philosophy of the Enlightenment in the context in which it was written--
Germany in 1932, on the precipice of the Nazi seizure of power and one of the greatest assaults
on the ideals of the Enlightenment. He also argues that Cassirer's work remains a trenchant
defense against enemies of the Enlightenment in the twenty-first century.

"Cassirer's The Philosophy of the Enlightenment offers much to today's student of the cultural
sciences. . . . If nothing else, in our world of concise histories and quick overviews, Philosophy of
the Enlightenment is still an excellent and detailed handbook for anyone interested in the various
philosophical currents of the Enlightenment."---Hans-Peter Soder, European LegacyReview"In
1932, Cassirer's warning against dismissing Enlightenment thought as shallow went tragically
unheard, but it is as timely as ever. His classic study of Enlightenment philosophy has not been
surpassed. In portraying Enlightenment philosophy as a process, not a doctrine, Cassirer not
only undermines all those caricatures of the Enlightenment that still flourish within and without
the academy; he also shows the force it can have for renewing philosophy itself."―Susan
Neiman, author of Moral Clarity"Ernst Cassirer's The Philosophy of the Enlightenment is not only
a brilliantly original work of history, it is itself a work of philosophy by one of the twentieth
century's most interesting thinkers. Despite all that has been written on the Enlightenment since
it first appeared in 1932, it remains unsurpassed."―Anthony Pagden, University of California,
Los Angeles"This fine new re-edition of Ernst Cassirer's The Philosophy of the Enlightenment
gives us two classics in one: Cassirer's own seminal statement of the evolution of eighteenth-
century philosophy, and a concise and moving foreword by an intellectual sympathizer, Peter
Gay, amongst the greatest historians of our time. Together the two men did more than virtually
any other to define the Enlightenment for the twentieth century."―Darrin M. McMahon, Florida
State UniversityFrom the Back Cover"In 1932, Cassirer's warning against dismissing
Enlightenment thought as shallow went tragically unheard, but it is as timely as ever. His classic
study of Enlightenment philosophy has not been surpassed. In portraying Enlightenment
philosophy as a process, not a doctrine, Cassirer not only undermines all those caricatures of
the Enlightenment that still flourish within and without the academy; he also shows the force it



can have for renewing philosophy itself."--Susan Neiman, author of Moral Clarity"Ernst
Cassirer's The Philosophy of the Enlightenment is not only a brilliantly original work of history, it
is itself a work of philosophy by one of the twentieth century's most interesting thinkers. Despite
all that has been written on the Enlightenment since it first appeared in 1932, it remains
unsurpassed."--Anthony Pagden, University of California, Los Angeles"This fine new re-edition
of Ernst Cassirer's The Philosophy of the Enlightenment gives us two classics in one: Cassirer's
own seminal statement of the evolution of eighteenth-century philosophy, and a concise and
moving foreword by an intellectual sympathizer, Peter Gay, amongst the greatest historians of
our time. Together the two men did more than virtually any other to define the Enlightenment for
the twentieth century."--Darrin M. McMahon, Florida State UniversityAbout the AuthorErnst
Cassirer (1874-1945) was a German-Jewish philosopher who taught at several universities in
Germany and the United States. He was the author of many books, including The Myth of the
State, An Essay on Man, and Language and Myth.Read more
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R. Albin, “Difficult But Profound. The historian Tim Blanning used the phrase "difficult but
profound" to describe this book. Profound because of its insightful treatment of enlightment
intellectual history, difficult because Cassirer employs a fairly technical and unfamiliar
vocabulary and the often intricate analysis. This book, however, definitely repays careful
reading. Cassirer believed in the Hegelian idea that the study of a period's philosophy allows
definition of the distinguishing spirit of that period. Consequently, this is not a conventional
chronological history but a thematic treatment of key areas. Cassirer treats the natural sciences,
psychology and epistemology, treatment of religion, attitudes to history, what we would now call
political theory and political science, and aesthetics. Each section is distinguished by Cassirer's
remarkable erudition. In addition to analysis of major thinkers like Voltaire and Leibnitz, Cassirer
discussion of now obscure thinkers to illuminate important issues. Another important feature is
Cassirer's careful attention to the German enlightenment, particularly the intellectual tradition
initiated by Leibnitz.Several key themes run throughout all sections. One is the importance of
reason which Cassirer treats usefully as the use of analysis. Very much inspired by the success
of Newtonian physics, analysis is an empirically oriented investigation of natural,
psychological,and social worlds, the description of the dynamic processes, and the search for
mechanisms. As Cassirer remarks, "the power of reason does not consist in in enabling us to
transcend the empirical world but rather in teaching us to feel at home in it". The emphasis on
reason/analysis is accompanied by a heightened sense of human capacities and the possibility
of real human progress. Cassirer distinguishes these features from both traditional religious
dogma and the deductive rationalistic systems characteristic of 17th century philosophy. The
ironic limitations of this approach are discussed well. Enlightenment psychology, for example,
leads to Humean epistemology with its limitation of certainty. Cassirer is also very good on how
the Enlightenment tradition will lead to new developments that would generate the Romantic
movement, particulary the Liebnitzian tradition in Germany. Cassirer's ability to situate the
Enlightment in historic context is just outstanding. He shows, for example, the links between
Renaissance humanism and the Enlightenment are discussed concisely but insightfully.This
wonderful book also has a somewhat sad tinge. Published originally in Germany in 1932, it was
written in the late 1920s and early 1930s, when these kind of ideals were under vigorous attack
in Germany. Cassirer's sympathetic but objective treatment constitutes a powerful defense of
enlightenment values. Within a few years of the publication of this book, Cassirer, the first Jew
to be rector of a German university and one of the towering figures of German intellectual life,
had to go into exile.”

Tomtul2, “what is the place on the cover?. sorry, I'd just like to know what is the amazing indoor
space portrayed on the cover.Thanks.”
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